Archoribatid mites of Shendabad Region (East Azerbaijan Province, Iran) were studied during 2008 by taking soil samples at three different times (mid-July, mid-August and mid-September). In this study, six families, 10 genera and 13 species were identifi ed, of which seven species are new records for mite fauna of Iran. Moreover, one family and three genera are new records for province mite fauna.
INTRODUCTION
Oribatid mites (suborder Oribatida or Cryptostigmata), occasionally called "moss mites" or "beetle mites" are one of the numerically dominant arthropod groups in most soils. Among them. archoribatid mites are one of the main groups, of which the notogaster is either arthronotic with 1-3 transverse furrows, 2-4 tergites, or holonotic. Unfortunately, there are a little data about archoribatid mites in Iran (Bayartogtokh & Akrami, 2000; Haddad Irani-Nejad, 2003; Haddad Irani-Nejad et al., 2004; Akrami, 2006) . In this paper, the archoribatid mites of Shendabad Region (East Azerbaijan Province) were studied.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
Shendabad Region is located in Shabestar township (38º08´ N, 45º37´ E), East Azerbaijan Province, Northeastern Iran, 1400 m above sea level. Biodiversity of archoribatid mites of this region were studied by taking the soil samples at three different times of 2008 (15 July, 15 August, 13 September) by Mirzaie. Soil samples were taken from different locations of Shendabad: alfalfa (Medicago sativa L.) fi eld, herbs and vegetables fi eld, almond (Prunus amygdalus Batsch) orchard, peach (P. persica (L.)) orchard, and walnut (Juglans regia L.) orchard. Each sample contains 2-4 trowels taken from a maximum 20 cm soil depth of the surface of trees, crop plants and weeds. The samples were transferred to the Acarological Laboratory, Department of Plant Protection, Faculty of Agriculture, University of Tabriz. The mites in the soil samples were extracted using the Berlese funnel and stored in 75% ethanol. These mites were separated and cleared in Nesbitt s fl uid and then mounted on permanent slides. The slides were placed in an oven at 45-50°C for a week. Phase contrast microscope (Olympus BX41) was used to identify the specimens. All specimens are kept in Acarological Collection, Department of Plant Protection, Faculty of Agriculture, University of Tabriz, Tabriz, Iran.
RESULTS
In this study, about 115 soil samples were collected and led to the identifi cation of six families, 10 genera and 13 species, of which seven species were new records for mite fauna of Iran (marked with one asterisk) and four genera were new records for mite fauna of province (marked with two asterisks).
List of species Phthiracaridae 1. Atropacarus (Atropacarus) striculus (Koch, 1836)** Material examined. Seven ♀, alfalfa 15.VII. walnut 15.VIII. Geographic distribution. Semicosmopolitan (Holarctic, Oriental, Mexico & Australian: Hawaii) and Iran (Subías, 2010; Akrami, 2006 (Subías, 2010; Akrami, 2006) . 3. Austrophthiracarus sp.** Material examined. One ♀, alfalfa 15.VII. 
